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5.3 Law of Cosines

Law of Cosines

For any s ABC . the Law of Cosines relates the length of a side to the other two sides of a
triangle and the cosine of the included angle.
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In the Law of Cosines formula solve for angle
A.
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When do you use the Law of Cosines? " ¢lucledl
A wher your don t have + "L
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wWhgn ya have an anjlc
= B andtheside opposiic

I?o not change laws in the middle of a
problem. Use the same method for the whole
problem.

Make sure the biggest angle matches with the
biggest side and the smallest angle matches
with the smallest side.
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